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OUT OF THE SHADOWS: Thomas Goldslein says the logal systom faHled him many times before kis release from prison last April,

Thomas Goldstein, who
was falsely convicted of
murder, seeks damages
from Long Beach, Los
Angeles County and
other defendants.

ByHEuRyY WEiNsTELN
Fires Stadd Writer

Thaomas L. Goldsteln, who
spent 24 yewrs in prison after be-
g wrongly convicted of iarder,
said Tuesday that he has filed a
civil rights sult in federat court in
Los Angeles that seeks damages
from Long Beach, Los Angeles
County, lour poliee officers and
Lw g prosecubors,

“There is no way to give me
back thise 24 years,” salc Gold-
stein, 55, who pnnounced the
lawsuit at a news conference at
the Pasadena oifices of Kaye,
MeLane & Bednarski, the law
firm representing hin. "No way
tagive e a career, i wile, a fum-
ily — all those things 1 had for
myselt when I was arrested all
those vears ago.

“Throughout my 24 years of
incarceration, 1 expected the
system Lo work,” Goldstein said,

He added thal the system
had failed him many times be-
fore he secured his freedom last
April, Five fedeval judges ruled
that his constitutional rghts
had been violated, and n state
court  judge  dismissed  the
charges “in lurtheranee of jus-
tiee”

He aited a lack of evidence
apninst Gokdstein and the “ean-
cerous nature” of the case.

“1 am Immensely grateful for
the work of the federal public de-
fender's office and other people
who helped me, bhut justice hag
not been done yet.” said Gold-
stein. & former Racine win
served i Vietnam. "Today, { ask
for justice. I ask the city of Long
Beach and the county of Los A
peies (o make amends.”

Goldstein, o native of Kansas,
was convicted of the November
1879 shotgun slaying of John
KeGinest in Loang Beacn,

His conviclion was  based
largely on both the testimony of
a notorvious jathouse informant
and an cyewitness who later re-
canted.

Goldstein, who was a Long
Beach City College student at
the tine, has steadinstly main-
tained his innocence. No physi-
cal evidence U im to the
crime and 1o evidence existed
that he bad ever met the murder
viellim. Most of the witnesses
who saw Lhe shying ldentified

fuelres who  overturn

“Thereis noway ro
give me back those 24
vears. No sway to give
mea career, a wife, a

Samily — all those
things | had for myself’
witen [was arrested
all those vears ago.’

Thamas Goltsteln

the killer s Mack or Mexican
American and several sald the
muuman was considerably larger
than Goldstein.

Colidstein's suit asserts Lhat
four Leong Beach police oflicers
worked with a jaithouse inform-
ant ta falyicate testimony that
Crolddstein confessed the murder
fohim when thevywere cellmates,
The complaint also said Lthe offi-
cers mproperly influenced one
witness, Leoran Campbell, to
identily Goldstein as the Riller.

In the suit, Goldstemn's law-
vers assert: thab during his pre-
liminary hearing and trisl, pros-
ecttors sat wmate as the laithouge
informat, Edward F. Fink, com-
mitted perjury when he said Lhat
he was receiving no benefits for
i1is testimeony against Goldstein.

In reality. Fink received sig-
mificant benefits for his {esti
mony, & patnl made by federal
1 Gold-
stein's convietion. Prosecutors
dropped one case apainst him
and reduced charges in another,
Fink, who had three felony con-
victions and a beroin habit, was
arrested at least 35 times, Includ-
ing 14 Hmes in Long Beach, He
died in 1494,

The district attorney's failure
Lo tell the defense about Bhe dend
denied Goldsteln a tair triad, U 5.
Magistrate Judge Hobert W,
Block ruled in November 2003,
That conclusion was iater rath
fled by four other federal judaes.

Croldstein's  suil  contends
that now-retired Long Beach Po-
lice Gificers John Henry Miller
mwi Willlam MacLyman  and
other unknown members of the
department “illegally influeneed
Mr. Camphbell's identiiieation iy
painting to Mr. Goldstein a5 the
nerpetrator of the crime)” when
they showed him a pleture of
Gaolastein in photos of potential
Suspeot

‘Biock also ruled that Camp-
bhell's original testhuony ageinst

Croldstein was false and Lthal his
recantation in 2002 was gredible,

The suil aiso asserts that
Long Beachengaged ina patiern
aned practice of acting with delib-
erate indifference and reckless
disregard {or the constiiutional
rights of Goldstein and others
through their training and su-
pervigion of the police officers. In
addition, the suit contends that
Los Angeles Counfy acted wikh
reckless disregard loward CGold-
stein's rights by permitting jadl-
house Bformants to beslify false-
v and comudt perjury.

“Like most of us, Tom Gold-
stein helteved in Lhe criminal jus-
tiee system, bub Lhe system
failed iim miserably,” said attor-
ney Ronald O. Kaye. "All along
the way, the system proved that
where potice officers fabricale
evidence and prosecutors per-
mit perjury and give their stamp
of approval for Lhis outragecus
eorrduel, the system is not only
brofen, it was corrupt.”

Haye's co-counsel, David S.
MeLane, said Goldstein's case
was not an aberration, He em-
phasized that the Los Angeles
County Grand Jury had issued a
specind report in 1990 that chas-
tised the distviet atlorney's oflice
for the misuse of jaithouse in-
formants between 1978 and 1980,

McLane said Tuesday bhab
the extensive use of jaithouse in-
formamts “ereated an pbsurd
system of justice where the word
af kinown perjurers was believed
aver innocent men like Thomas
Goldstein”

Attorney Marilyn Bednarski
said that another key aspect of
{oldstein's suit involves the ac-
tions o Los Angeles County
deputy district. altprneys Ann
Ingzalls and Patrick Connolly ta
lieep Goldstein in jadl for nn addi-
tional four months after the 7.5,
gth Circutt Court of Appeals had
twice ordered that he be re-
Teased in December 2003,

Bednarski said the prosecu-
tors exceeded their fawful au-
thority hy laxing orders to prison
oliicials to not release Goldstein
until & detective bad been sent
irom Los Angeles to pick himup
and keep him in eustody,

Last June, alter investigating
this issue, 1.5 Distriet Judge
Dickran Tevrizian issued a tartly
worded order that eriticized the
prosecutors’ conduct.

*This court condemns and
censors” Connolly and ingalls
“for their cavalier atlitude, ethi-
val amnesic and questionabie
conduct in issuing a delainer
that did not comply wilh® the
Californiz Penal Code, Tevrizian
wroke, Lasl wesk, (he T8, %h
Cireuit Court of Appeals upheld
that order.

On Tuesday, Sandi Gibbons,
spokeswoman for the district at-
torney's office, issued a one-sen-
tence statement regarding Con-
nolly and Ingalls: “Their actions
were tully supported by the law
and were properly undertaken
when reviewing whether or net
to proceed wikh refrial of a mur-
derease.” )

The Long Beach Police De-
partment declined Lo comment
except Lo say that the four olfi-
cers hiad retired afler long ca-
reers, "They had years of homi-
cide experiensce,” Spl. David
Cannay said. '

MacLyman deelined to com-
ment when reached by phone.
The Tines was unable to reach
Miller or the otherbwo retired of-
ficers — William Collette and Lo-
gan Wren — wiio are namnes de-
feridants. County Counsei Ray
Fortner said he had not had time
to review the suit. The Long
Beach city atlorney’s ollice did
not respond to a request for
cornment.

Goldstein, now a paralegal,
said Tuesday thal he was woark-
ing on a case involving eondi-
fticns at a jail in Orange County
where he had interviewed in-
mates. Asked about that, he
smiled and said, "1 kinda liked
the iden of being able Lo walk
gul."





